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The Milwaukee Board of Fire and Police Commissioners was established in 1885 by state 
law and is one of the oldest police oversight agencies in the nation. The Commission was 
originally created to remove the fire and police services from the influences of politics. Until 
that time, in Milwaukee, as in most cities, chiefs of both departments were appointed by the 
mayor, who used these appointments, and the appointment of police officers, as a form of 
political patronage. The new law made the Fire and Police Commission responsible for 
setting employment standards, testing candidates for positions in the Fire and Police 
Departments, and appointing both chiefs. In 1911, the Commission’s authority was 
expanded to include all aspects of operational oversight of the Fire and Police 
Departments. The Commission’s authority and responsibility are specified in Wisconsin 
Statute section 62.50, and in the Milwaukee City Charter. 

As Executive Director of the Fire and Police Commission, changing the core function of the 
FPC’s ability to appoint and remove any police officer, including the Chief, would go against 
the core mission of keeping our protected services away from the influences of politics.  
The FPC is comprised of seven diverse community members and reflects the voice of 
Milwaukee. We also have a robust citizen complaint process that investigates any 
resident’s complaint against any member, including the Chief.  To be consistent with State 
Law and the wisdom of our forefathers, the methods we employ to investigate wrongdoing 
and misconduct of any officer, including the Chief, should continue to be utilized for due 
process, fairness, and justice. 

/s/ 

MaryNell Regan, Executive Director  
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